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‘This is a good school’
Pupils enjoy a rich, wider curriculum that
stimulates
their interests
and deepens their
Dear Parents
and Carers
understanding of the world.
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The school is a highly
nurturing environment

Dear Parents and Carers
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you, on behalf of the children, staff and
governors, to Milton Mount Primary School.
We aim to give each and every child the very best start in life to enable them to go on
to be confident, successful and responsible young people. Our dedicated and committed
staff team work together to provide a safe and secure environment in which every child
can thrive and flourish – academically, socially, emotionally, creatively and physically.
We want our children to believe in themselves and feel that anything is possible.
All our children are expected to be responsible members of their community;
understanding and respecting everyone’s rights, celebrating different cultures and
traditions and actively participating in the development of our school.
We strive to forge strong links between home and school and recognise that parents
have a crucial role to play in the education of their child. The success of our school is
dependent upon the strength of the partnerships we build with everyone in the school
community. Each of these partnerships needs to build on mutual trust and
understanding enabling us all to meet our responsibilities.
It is intended that this prospectus will answer many of your questions about school life
and that it will be a useful reference book for the future. You can find out more
information on our website www.miltonmount.co.uk.
However the best way to find out about our school is to visit. We encourage all
parents/carers to visit during the school day to see us at work. We know that choosing
your child’s primary school is a very important decision and we will endeavour to give
you all the information you need to help you with that process.
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you require further information or have a
specific issue concerning your child that you would like to discuss.
Anne Holmes
Headteacher
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OUR SCHOOL ETHOS
At Milton Mount we aim to provide a happy, safe environment where the children can develop
academically, emotionally and socially. We want to give the children a desire to be life-long learners
who care about the world and people around them.
We will teach them to take responsibility, to challenge themselves, to be resilient, to have the
confidence to work well independently and the ability to get on well with others both in and out of
the classroom. Despite being a large school, we pride ourselves on treating each child as an
individual, celebrating each child's unique talents.

“I love being at Milton Mount school because our learning is fun and enjoyable. We have
problems to work out which is more challenging” (Year 4 pupil)
““Thank you for looking after my daughter, teaching her and giving her a safe environment to
spend her day in.” (Quote from 2018 Parent Survey)

AIMS OF THE SCHOOL
We believe that children learn most effectively through active participation which allows them to
build their knowledge through understanding.
We aim to provide all our children with a high quality education and excellent learning
opportunities.
We aim to teach children the necessary skills to enable them to learn independently.
We aim to provide quality teaching so children feel confident, happy and secure.
We aim to encourage cooperation and respect for each other and the wider world and work closely
with parents and carers to achieve this.

ADMISSIONS TO OUR SCHOOL
All of our admissions are handled by West Sussex County Council. Details of the admission process
and the oversubscription criteria are available at: https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/educationchildren-and-families/schools-and-colleges/school-places/
We understand that starting school can be daunting so stagger entry and undertake home visits to
help ease the transition. Our website contains details of parent visit dates for those applying to start
reception next year. Once allocated a place (during the spring), we hold a number of induction
events for parents and children during the summer term before they start school.
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PARENTS AS PARTNERS
We believe the success of our school relies on our partnership with the parents and carers of the
children we teach, and encourage all our parents to become involved in school life.
As part of this partnership we have produced a Home School Agreement, written in consultation
with children, parents, governors and teacher, which sets out what parents and children can expect
from the school and what the school expects in return.
We encourage parents and carers to get involved with the school by volunteering in a variety of
activities, including reading with pupils or helping with weekly Forest School sessions or individual
projects. All volunteers need to complete police and identity checks (DBS) which are carried out by
the school.
We are very lucky to have an active group of parents and carers, known as the Friends of Milton
Mount (FOMM) who support our school by raising funds throughout the year. Every parent
automatically becomes a member of FOMM, but can choose how involved they are.
The school ensures that parents are kept well informed of events, children’s achievements and key
dates via a weekly newsletter. Parents are also invited to attend information meetings to gain
further insight into children’s learning and provide an opportunity for parents to share ideas.
Milton Mount has an open door policy and encourages parents to talk about any concerns they may
have.
“The school is very approachable and always listened and helped when I have needed to talk
to them about any questions I have or problems my children have experienced” (Year 1
Parent)
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New Reception playground, refurbished with funds from FOMM

THE GOVERNING BOARD
The Governors of Milton Mount Primary School passionately believe that it is a very special place
and work closely with the Headship team to make sure that every pupil is given the opportunity to
reach their full potential.
The role of the Governors is to encourage, support and critically challenge in order to raise
standards. To ensure this, Governors take on diverse tasks such as frequent Learning Walks and visits
during the school day, reading reports, researching possible outcomes as well as challenging staff to
achieve the best possible. The Governors carry out an annual parent survey to find ways to make
further improvements to the school. Highlights from the 2018 survey include;
My child is happy at this school – 98% agree or strongly agree,
I would recommend this school to another parent – 95%
My child feels safe at this school – 98% agree or strongly agree
LEARNING
Our curriculum
We provide a creative and exciting curriculum which is broad and balanced, challenging yet
enjoyable, vibrant and creative. All our learning is underpinned with a strong emphasis on the
learning of key skills including reading, writing and mathematics.
At the start of each term parents are sent a curriculum letter. This is to help you follow and assist
your child with their current studies. Whilst the National Curriculum describes subject areas, we do
not teach all of the curriculum in subject packages. Many elements will be covered in a more
integrated and thematic way.
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Our curriculum meets the statutory requirements of the new National Curriculum which was
implemented in September 2014. The school’s philosophy of developing the whole child is
integrated into the curriculum choices each year group makes. Details of this can be found on the
school website https://www.miltonmount.co.uk/curriculum/

“Our sleepover was Egyptian themed. We did lots of interesting activities like throwing spears and
foraging. We had to learn how to get close to animals and track them. We got to sleep in a tent and
we had delicious food to eat. It was great!” (Year 4 pupil)

“We get to learn about lots of exciting things like minibeasts” (Reception Pupil_
Pupils’ progress
We report on your child’s progress twice each term:
 Consultation evenings are held each term giving parents the opportunity to meet with their
child’s teacher and discuss progress.
 Written reports on your child’s attainment are also provided at the end of each term.
Parents can discuss any concerns about their child’s progress at other times by making an
appointment to see their class teacher or a member of the Headship team.
“I believe that learning needs to be real, active and exciting. We were learning about how
choosing appropriate vocabulary can change the meaning of our work and we took some of our
children to the river nearby to gather vocabulary using their senses. The poems the children wrote
were fantastic because they got to explore a real river. I love when the children have their "lightbulb
moment" and they just get it - I know then that I have really made a difference.” (Teacher)
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Home Learning
Our Home Learning Policy was agreed in collaboration with parents to ensure purposeful, yet
practical and manageable!
We encourage parents to become fully involved in the work sent home. Home learning is set
regularly, with the expectations and amount increasing as your child moves up the school.
We really believe it is vital for parents to reading with their children and encourage their child to
change their books regularly. For Reception and Years 1 and 2, a reading diary is sent home every
day with a book for parents to record and comment on their child’s reading.
Religious education and collective worship
At Milton Mount Primary School the children develop a sound knowledge of Christianity and other
world religions, especially those that are the main faiths of children within our school.
Collective worship is a time when large groups of children within the school meet together in order
to consider and reflect on common concerns, issues and interests. It offers all pupils an opportunity
to worship through engaging in relevant and meaningful experiences and provides opportunities for
the pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. Assemblies take place every day.
Health and relationships
Throughout most of the school, Sex Education is integrated into Science, PE and Personal, Social and
Health Education and not taught as a separate subject.
In Years 5 and 6 topics include drugs, smoking and puberty. Parents are notified in advance of
sensitive units and are invited to view the material to be used and to ask questions.
CARING

Our Rocking Rights Group/School Council

Personal, Social, Health Education and Citizenship
Our Golden Rights
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WE are a Gold Award UNICEF School
As a rights respecting school, we care a lot about children's rights. We teach the children about the
United Nation's Convention for the Rights of the Child(UNCRC) which is an agreed set of
expectations for all children across the world.
Many countries have signed up to this international charter that includes things like 'all children
have the right to an education' and 'every child has the right to a standard of living that is good
enough to meet their physical, social and mental needs' We learn the difference between wants and
needs and look at how we can achieve these rights for more people in the world.
Our Golden Rights are at the heart of our school ethos. These, in their simplest form, sum up the
four core behaviours we expect all our children to aspire to. They include: be kind; be fair; always try
your best and be safe. All our children know and understand this expectation. They also know we do
not always 'get it right' and are good at reflecting when their behaviour is not as we might hope it to
be.
Any behaviour that gets in the way of anyone getting these golden rights is quickly addressed.
Children know there are consequences for their actions and know that we will try to be fair in sorting
out any issues.
“Our teachers are really nice, they respect us. We earn our Golden Time and time on the playtrail.
We don’t just get this time, we earn it from being well behaved.” (Year 2 child)

Special Educational Needs
Our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinators (SENDCos) arrange the provision for all children with
special needs and disabilities at Milton Mount. They work alongside parents, teachers, support staff
and other agencies to ensure that children are happy, settled and making progress at school.
SENDCos support staff to tailoring the curriculum to meet each child’s individual needs and enable
them to make the very best progress possible.
Please discuss any concerns you may have regarding your child’s learning or well-being with their
class teacher initially. They will be able to refer you to a SENDCo to discuss any issues if this is
necessary.
Accessibility Plan
The school will make every reasonable effort to meet the requirements of pupils with Special
Educational Needs including those who may have a disability as defined in the 1966 Act. Pupils with
disabilities will be given access to the full range of educational opportunities provided at Milton
Mount Primary School.
PRACTICALITIES
More details can be found on our website.
Coming into school
The school gates are open from 8.45am and members of the Headship Team supervise Year 3, 4, 5
and 6 children in the playground from 8.50am. Parents and carers are asked to remain with children
in Reception, Year 1 and 2 until classroom doors are opened. Lessons start at 8.55am.School finishes
at 3.10pm
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Attendance
Children need to be in school to be able to learn and to reach their full potential. Regular, punctual
attendance sets good habits for their future lives and is important for a child’s socialisation.
We expect children to achieve at least 97% attendance during the school year. Each day’s absence
equates to two absence marks.
Headteachers can no longer authorise any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances. Therefore, please take holidays outside of school time. Any periods of
leave which are taken will therefore be classed as unauthorised and, if more than 10 school sessions
(five days), they will be subject to a Fixed Penalty Notice fine issued by West Sussex County Council.
Breakfast and After school club
Limited spaces are available at breakfast club and after school club provided by Tree Tops. The
breakfast club runs from 7.30am until school starts and the after school club runs until 6pm every
day. infor@treetopsclubs.co.uk
Medical Room
Our Medical Room is covered at all times by a member of staff whose primary role is the welfare of
all pupils. If your child becomes unwell at school you will be contacted to come and collect them.
Please ensure your emergency contact numbers are up to date. We use Study Bugs as a means of
communication between the Medical Room and home.
Food
Meals are provided by Chartwells. All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are given a free hot
lunch. We ask parents in Infants to complete an order form for hot dinners to enable us to order the
correct numbers (see below).
Details of how to order meals for children in Years 3-6 are available from the school office or through
the Chartwells website www.mealselector.co.uk. Alternatively children in KS2 can bring a packed
lunch. However, packed lunches must not contain sweets, nuts or fizzy drinks. Milton Mount is a nut
free school. Nuts must not be brought into school under any circumstances.
All children need to bring in their own, named, plastic water bottle, which can be filled up
throughout the day.
Milk is available to order through Coolmilk, and can be ordered through www.coolmilk.com . Milk is
free for children under five and for those children whose parents are in receipt of certain benefits.
School uniform
At Milton Mount Primary School we place great importance on smart school uniform and expect all
pupils to be appropriately dressed. All clothing, footwear and bags must be marked clearly with the
child’s name. The school colours are green, grey and white. Sweatshirts, cardigans and PE t-shirts
can all be purchased with the school logo but this is not compulsory. We encourage parents to
purchase a Milton Mount book bag which will be used regularly by your child to bring home school
reading books.
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PE

PE is an integral part of the curriculum and it is essential that children to have their kit with them in
school at all times. PE takes place both indoors and outdoors and children can bring in a tracksuit for
outdoor PE. We are very proud of our sporting achievements at Milton Mount and fully believe that
sport plays an important role in each child’s time at school.
“At Milton Mount we get to do lots of sport and take part in lots of competitions with other schools
in the area” (Year 6 pupil)
Forest Schools
Here at Milton Mount we are incredibly lucky to have a dedicated woodland area inside our school
grounds where our children, through play, learn about the natural environment, how to handle risks
and most importantly how to use their own initiative to solve problems and co-operate with others.
This unique way of learning allows the children to build independence, confidence and a positive
attitude towards learning.
Charging for school activities
Parents may be asked for voluntary contributions for activities which form part of the curriculum.
Details of the charging policy are available from the school office.
“I like being at Milton Mount Primary School because we go on exciting trips with our class.” (Year 1
pupil)
“We got to go on an amazing residential trip. We did lots of new activities. We got to make some
new friends, feel more grown up and build our confidence. We learnt new things about ourselves, our
teachers and conquered our own fears.” (Year 6 pupil)
After school activities
A wide range of before and after-school clubs is provided for children from Year 1. Some activities
are free and others will incur a small charge if, for example, a professional coach is employed. The
provision of clubs varies according to staff availability, but in recent years has included sports, arts,
music, chess, languages, choir and drama.
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We hope that this prospectus gives you useful information about our school. More information can
be found on the website www.miltonmount.co.uk but the best way to find out about our school is to
book a visit and come and look round whilst the school is in session.
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