
Week 8 ACTIVITIES FOR SCHOOL CLOSURE: EYFS – 11th May 2020 

 Maths – Halving 

Explain that this week in maths we’re going to be practising halving. Does your child remember what 

halving means? Explain that half means when we split an object or a number into 2 equal groups. Equal 

means both groups must have the same amount/ be fair. 

Literacy- linked to below picture (item 1) 

If your child is reluctant to write: Ask your child to write for 4 minutes per day about the picture- this can 

be a label, caption or sentence about the picture- anything. It is just important that children write 

something each day! 

REMEMBER: Your sound and tricky word mat to help you write! 

Monday:   You will need: A small selection of things you can cut in half, e.g. apple, cupcake, slice of 

bread, banana, balls of playdoh 

 

Choose 1 item e.g. cake and say you would like to share it with your child. Ask how you could you do 

that? (How many cakes do I have? How can we both eat the cake?) Discuss cutting the cake and ask 

how you could cut it so you have the same amount. Listen to your child’s ideas and talk about cutting 

the cake down the middle so that each piece is the same size. 

Give 1 half to your child. Ask, how much of the cake do I have? How much did I give to you? How many 

halves do we need to make a whole cake? 

Use the other items to continue cutting in half and ask questions that will allow your child to 

demonstrate their understanding such as, how do you know you’ve cut it in half? What is half? How 

many halves in a whole? 

 

Monday: The Big Talk 

Look at the attached picture together (item 1). Talk about what you can see and ask open 

questions (e.g. why, who, what, where when, how). Here are some question ideas: What kind of 

animal can you see in the photograph? How is the animal similar/different to a human? 

What do you think it’s like to live in the rainforest? How is the weather in a rainforest different 

to where you live? We want your child to take in new vocabulary and we would love you to extend 

this where you can. For example if they say it’s raining, you could talk about different types of 

rain e.g torrential, pattering, shower, downpour. 

 

After you’ve had a good chat, encourage your child to write some key words about the photo 

using thier phonic knowledge. 

Tuesday:  You will need: 10 (or up to 20) items of interest (sweets, dolls, cars), 2 distinct areas 

(hoops/baskets), and something to generate numbers (dice/number cards/playing cards) showing EVEN 

numbers. 

 

Today is a similar activity to yesterday except we’ll be halving an amount/number. We’ll start off with 

even numbers and move on to odd numbers later in the week. Generate a number and model counting 

out that amount e.g. 10 sweets. Say that you would like to give half to your child. Do they know what to 

do to do that? What does half mean? Model going, ‘1 for me, 1 for you’ until there are no sweets left. 

Then say, have we definitely got half each? How can we check? Count each group to check it’s fair. 

They might be able to visually slice the group in half and that’s great, but make sure they know the ‘1 

for you’ method as when they have a larger group, their original method may not work. Do this with a 

few numbers and let your child have a go independently. Try not to tell them what to do and instead 

encourage them by saying, what do you need to do next? 

 

Tuesday: Write a question 

Support your child to come up with a question that they would like to ask this orangutan. 

You can start the question using  why, who, what, where, when, how. E.g Where do you sleep? 

 

Ask your child to write the question down using thier phonic knowledge. 

 

Use this as an opportunity to discuss a question mark and how is it different from a full stop. 

Wednesday:  You will need: 10 (or up to 20) items of interest (sweets, dolls, cars), 2 distinct areas 

(hoops/ baskets), and something to generate numbers (dice/number cards/playing cards) showing even 

AND ODD  numbers. 

Copy yesterday’s learning but this time also generate odd numbers, for example 11. Your child will go ‘1 

for you, 1 for me’ etc but have 1 too many. They may sort the additional number into a pile or leave it 

out. Have a discussion with your child about this. What could they do with the extra sweet? They 

might suggest getting rid of it, in which case, are they still halving 11? They might suggest getting an 

extra sweet, in which case do they still have 11? You could have a discussion about cutting the extra 

sweet in half, in which case how many would be in each group- make sure they realise it would be 5 and 

a 1/2 not 6. There is no correct answer in this but it’s good to have a discussion and talk out different 

ideas. 

Wednesday: Draw and label an orangutan  

Can your child have a go at drawing the orangutan then write some labels e.g head, legs, feet, 

mouth, hair.  

Alternatively you could support them to google an orangutan image, put these in a document and 

they can type the labels by finding the letters they need. Please supervise your child when 

searching images if you choose to do this. 

 

Challenge: Have a go at writing a sentence including the word ‚and‘ e.g He has red hair and long 

arms. 
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Thursday:  If your child has picked up halving, shown they understand this concept and can do the 

above independently, please move on to today‘s activity. If they need support and cannot yet do this 

independently, go back to Tuesday’s activity and recap. 

 

As a chance to practise writing numerals ask you child to write 1-20 down the side of a piece of paper. 

Work through each number to see if you can split the number in half equally, whilst keeping the 

numbers whole. Give the number a tick if it can be halved or a cross if not. Does your child notice a 

pattern? You could discuss that the pattern is tick, cross, tick cross. You could explain that the 

numbers that have ticks are called even numbers, and the ones that have crosses are called odd 

numbers. You could ask your child to predict if 13/ 14/ 18 would be odd or even. How would they know? 

Would they be able to halve 15? How do they know? This is an opportunity to have a discussion and for 

your child to deepen their understanding. 

Thursday: Write a fact about orangutans 
Support your child to find out some new facts about orangutans. The following link may be 

useful. https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/?s=orangutan&post_type= 

 

Can your child write a sentence about orangutans using thier phonic knowledge?  

 

Challenge: Make an interesting fact page with new found facts and illustrations. 

Friday:  Please support your child to complete some or all of the attached problem solving sheet. (Item 

3) Encourage them to complete the problems as independently as possible and explain their thinking as 

they go along. Ask questions like ‘How do you know?‘ ‘What do you need to do next?‘ ‘Why did you do it 

that way?‘ ‘Is there another way you could find out the answer?‘ 

Friday:  Editing writing 

Choose a piece of writing from the week to improve and make even better. Use your checklist 

already sent out a couple of weeks ago or attached again for reference. (Item 2) Ask your child 

to wear their editing glasses and grab a purple pen if you have one. Gently support your child to 

look to change one thing to improve their work and the next time they‘re writing expect to see 

that one thing correct  

 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/?s=orangutan&post_type=
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Reading: 

We cannot stress enough how important it is to keep reading everyday- 

this will have the biggest impact on your child’s learning while they are 

away from school. We will be checking Bug Club to see who is using it, but 

if you are lucky enough to have lots of books at home then that’s great 

too! 

Maybe you can film your child reading and upload it to Tapestry so we can 

praise and encourage them too? 

 

We have found a YouTube channel that is putting out daily phonics 

sessions and these would be great for your child to join in with. Each 

session is around 20 minutes and focusses on a different sound. Some 

graphemes (how the sounds are written down) are different to what we 

have taught (e.g. ai instead of ay), but most of fit will be really useful. 

We think these are really worthwile, and it might even be helpful for you 

adults to get an insight into phonics! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-niWw 

  

Creative (Expressive Arts and Design): 

Make pigment patterns from plants. 

You will need a hammer/stone/rolling pin, fabric e.g 

old pillowcase or t-shirt or thick paper to make the 

pattern on, leaves and petals (dandelion, calendula, 

parsley, oregano and ferns work well) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First, make a fabric sandwich: fabric, plants then 

fabric. 

Then try to bang straight so the head of your 

hammer hits flat. 

Different fabrics take the pigment in different 

ways – experiment and let us see how you get on by 

uploading a photo to Tapestry! 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 

 

With the lockdown continuing, sometimes we 

all need a little boost. Did you know that 

regularly writing down what you're grateful 

for can rewire your brain to become more 

optimistic? Follow the instructions in the 

attached document (item 4) to make your own 

gratitude journal or cube so that you can help 

your child notice the good things in your life. 

 

 

Physical: Complete sign up and complete the weekly challenge for the 

Virtual School Sussex Games 

As a school we are taking part in the ‘Virtual’ Games this year. Weekly 

challenges will be posted for children to take part in competing against 

other schools in the county. They have already had two challenges, 

hockey and tennis and next week’s challenge is FOOTBALL. 

There will also be an Active Adults category with trophies up for grabs, 

so parents, teachers and carers can get involved and represent the 

school too. Find out more at https://www.activesussex.org/virtual/ 

Sign up here https://activesussex.us19.list-

manage.com/subscribe?u=7e3010e972326c6e37223b895&id=f3b11a2b7c 

Understanding the World: People and Communities 

It is currently the Islamic holy month of Ramadan 

and the pandemic means it will be a very different 

sort of Ramadam for Muslims around the world, with 

Mosques closed and gatherings not permitted. We 

send warm wishes for this important month. 

Ramadan Mubarak and Ramadan Kareem.  

Can you view the Powerpoint with a grown up and 

find out something new about Ramadan? 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-2547163-

eyfs-all-about-ramadan-powerpoint 

Remember, we will be monitoring Tapestry 

daily to give your child some communication 

and feedback on thier learning. In accordance 

with the rest of the school, we are looking for 

at least one activity per week that you have 

carried out from the home learning grid to be 

uploaded. 

 

 

Have a great week!  
 

If you are still not on Tapestry or Bug Club 

please email classteacher@miltonmount.co.uk 

and we will get you set up with an account 

straight away! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-niWw
https://www.activesussex.org/virtual/
https://activesussex.us19.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=7e3010e972326c6e37223b895&id=f3b11a2b7c
https://activesussex.us19.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=7e3010e972326c6e37223b895&id=f3b11a2b7c
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-2547163-eyfs-all-about-ramadan-powerpoint
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-2547163-eyfs-all-about-ramadan-powerpoint
mailto:classteacher@miltonmount.co.uk
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Week 8: EYFS English (item 1)
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Phonics Tricky words 

Capital letter Finger space 

Saying out loud 

what you want 

to say 

Full stop 

the 


