
ACTIVITIES FOR SCHOOL CLOSURE: EYFS Week 9 

 

Maths – Number Bonds 

Explain that this week in maths we’re going to be learning number bonds. Does your child know what 

that means? They are pairs of numbers that go together to make a larger number e.g. 10/15/20. 

We will focus on number bonds to 10 this week but if your child gets this quickly feel free to move 

on to 20 etc. We have touched on this at school but haven't embedded it yet. 

Literacy- linked to picture on attachment 

Monday: You will need: Print out the Numicon sheet attached (or come and collect a paper copy 

from school). There is only 1 5 so you may need to print twice or make an additional 5 by drawing 

around it - sorry! 

 

Ask your child recap what they know by identifying the different pieces of Numicon. We use this a 

lot at school so hopefully they can do this. Use the 10 piece as a guide to finding 2 pieces that go 

together to make 10. As you do this, record the different ways by writing them down. There is 1 

and 9, 2 and 8, 3 and 7, 4 and 6, 5 and 5. One suggestion is drawing this like a rainbow so the chil-

dren can see the matching numbers, but there are other ways to do it too - feel free to do some-

thing you think will engage your child and their interests! 

  

Monday: Look at the attached picture together (item 1). Talk about what you can see and 

ask open questions (e.g. why, who, what, where when, why). Here are some question ideas: 

What can you see? Would you want to go in this tower? Why?/Why not? Do you think it 

would look scary if it was daytime? What is the crow doing?  

We want your child to take in new vocabulary and we would love you to extend this where you 

can. For example if they say the tower looks scary, you could talk about other words 

(synonyms) for this such as ‘spooky’, ‘mysterious’, ‘frightening’. 

 

After you’ve had a good chat, encourage your child to write some words down. 

Tuesday: You will need: A selection of 10 items of interest (e.g. bears, pirates, lego pieces, LOL 

dolls, strawberries…) 

 

Explain that we will be finding the different ways we can make 10. Can they recall these from yes-

terday? Count out your 10 items and have a go at grouping them in different ways. 

 

Once you have done this, show your child how they can use their hands to show the number bonds 

too, by holding some fingers down and leaving the rest up. For example 2 and 8 - hold 2 fingers 

down and see 8 remaining. Do this a few times and make it into a game where you shout out a num-

ber for example 7, and they tell you the other number needed to make 10. 

Tuesday: Support your child to draw a picture of a scary monster! Can you ask your child to 

label their monster too, remembering to let them say each word out loud and write the 

sounds they can hear. We encourage the children to spell phonetically at school so it’s much 

better for their writing development if you let them do this and don't give them a correct 

spelling. For example writing ‘cor’ for ‘claw’ independently is much better than you giving 

them the correct spelling, as they will be using their sounding out (segmenting) skills and 

they won’t get better at this unless they have practise! Feel free to help them if they miss a 

sound by repeating the word back and emphasising the ‘l’- they can always add it in after-

wards. 
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Wednesday: You will need: number cards to 10 (just write some numbers on squares of paper if you 

don't have number cards)  

 

Lay the number cards out on the floor (similarly to when your child played splat the doubles!) This 

time they will splat the number bond. If you happen to have a fly swatter around this will make it 

extra fun! Call out a number (e.g. 3) and your child has to splat the pair (e.g. 7) as quickly as they 

can. Recalling number bonds is a great skill to have as the children move through the school. 

 

To extend this activity and allow children to practise this recall, you could have a number hunt 

around the house. With your child, place 1 half of each number bond (e.g. 1,2,3,4,5) in different 

spots around the home/ garden (we suggest doing this together so they can try and remember 

where each number is hidden otherwise this activity could take a long time!) Keep the pairs with 

you (9,8,7,6,5) Give your child one number at a time and they have to race to find the matching 

number. You could also do this with the Numicon from Monday. 

Wednesday: Watch Emily Gravett read her book ‘Little Mouse’s Big Book of Fears’ on 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5JxYW5B6q0 Talk to your child about things 

that they think are scary or things that frighten them. Maybe it’s the dark, maybe it’s mon-

sters. This would be a good opportunity to talk through any fears or worries and reassure 

them. You could also use the following ideas as discussion prompts and talk about if you and 

your child agree or disagree: If you are brave you aren't scared of anything/ Grown ups can 

be scared of things/ Fear can keep us safe/ Everyone is afraid of something/ Fear can be 

exciting. 

 

Thursday: Please support your child to fill in the missing number on the sheet- see attached. If 

they do not know the numbers from memory, remind them of the strategies you have done this 

week to find the pair (numicon, rainbow, objects in piles, fingers). Once you have reminded them, 

try and let them work it out as independently as possible and encourage by questioning. 

Thursday: Support your child to make their own book of fears. Fold up a few pieces of paper 

or come and get some from school, to make a book (or poster if you prefer). Explain to your 

child that they will make their own book of fears with things that they think are scary!  Ask 

them to draw one thing on each page that is scary, drawing on your discussion yesterday. It 

might be monsters, being up high, getting lost… Once they have drawn their pictures they 

can have a go at labelling them or writing a sentence, For example either writing ‘lost’ or ‘I’m 

scared of getting lost’ depending on their ability. If your child needs a challenge they could 

also add a ‘because’.  

Friday: Please support your child to complete some or all of the attached problem solving sheet. 

Encourage them to complete the problems as independently as possible and explain their thinking 

as they go along. Ask questions like ‘How do you know?‘ ‘What do you need to do next?‘ ‘Why did you 

do it that way?‘ ‘Is there another way you could find out the answer?‘ 

Friday: Go back to the YouTube story from Tuesday and find where we see the map of the 

‘Isle of Fright’. We thought that today your child could have a go at drawing their own map! 

Depending on their interests this could be an imaginary ‘Isle of Fright’/ a map of your house/ 

a map of how to get to school/ a map of an imaginary place/ a treasure map. It’s up to you!  

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5JxYW5B6q0
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Reading: 
We cannot stress enough how important it is to keep reading 

everyday- this will have the biggest impact on your child’s learning 

while they are away from school. We will be checking Bug Club to see 

who is using it, but if you are lucky enough to have lots of books at 

home then that’s great too! 

 

If you liked ‘Little Mouse’s Big Book of Fears’, you  might also like 

‘The Rabbit Problem’ by Emily Gravett or ‘Scaredy Squirrel’ by Mela-

nie Watt- both on YouTube. 

 

We have found a YouTube channel that is putting out daily phonics 

sessions and these would be great for your child to join in with. Each 

session is around 20 minutes and focusses on a different sound. 

Some graphemes (how the sounds are written down) are different to 

what we have taught (e.g. ai instead of ay), but most of fit will be 

really useful. We think these are really worthwhile, and it might even 

be helpful for you adults to get an insight into phonics! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-niWw  

Creative (Expressive Arts and Design): 

Emily Gravett who wrote ‘Little Mouse’s Big Book of Fears’, 

also illustrated her story! She has made another video on 

YouTube that shows you how to draw your own mouse. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfGEFIhFBbg&t=21s  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 

 

Following last week’s activity about things to be 

grateful for can you support your child to build on 

this by doing something to show their gratitude? For 

example writing a postcard to the staff in Tesco be-

cause they are grateful that they help to get food to 

us safely, or to a parent because they are grateful 

that they always get a big cuddle whenever they like! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-niWw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfGEFIhFBbg&t=21s
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Physical: 

 

Give your child 2 things they can stand on, e.g. 2 pieces of 

paper or 2 cushions. Their challenge is to get from one end 

of the room/ garden to the other standing on only these 

things and not touching the floor. Can they work out how to 

do it? See if they can work it out and if not explain that they 

will have to move one pieces of paper in front of them, step 

onto it, and then turn around to move the other piece in 

front. When they do this try and keep them facing forward 

to they read around behind them instead of turning all the 

way around. This means they will be ‘crossing the midline’/ 

moving their arms across the centre of their body to the 

other side. This is great for brain development.  

Understanding the World: 

 

Leading on from your map making on Friday, can you have a 

look at some other maps such as road maps or google maps. On 

google maps support your child to find places they know such 

as your home, the school, family member’s homes etc. Why 

about looking at other countries they know. How does the map 

look the same different in each place? 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a lovely week everybody! Remember we will be 

using Tapestry more going forward and 

communicating through that. If you are not on 

tapestry please email 

classteacher@miltonmount.co.uk and we will get you 

set up with an account straight away! 

 

On Tapestry, look out for the weekly story read by 

your child’s class teacher on a Wednesday at 3pm. 

 

We hope you enjoyed seeing Mrs Murphy read a 

story on Monday. There will be another mystery 

reader on Monday at 3pm, who do you think it will 

be?! 

 

mailto:classteacher@miltonmount.co.uk

