
 

 

Welcome to Milton Mount!  

 

This booklet has been written to help prepare you and your 
child for the exciting adventure of starting school. We aim to 
give you the information you need and some ideas for how you 
can help get your child ready for school so that they have a 
really positive start and go on to have a successful education.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We recognise the value of parental support to children’s all-
round development and learning, and we want to work in 
partnership with you to help your child develop as a valuable 
member of our school community and go onto achieve their 
full potential.  

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact Headteacher Anne Holmes.  

We really look forward to welcoming you to our school. 

  



 

 

School Contact Details:  

The school office opening hours are 8:30 am to 4 pm Monday 
to Friday, during the school term time.  

 

Address:  

Milton Mount Primary School 

Grattons Drive 

Pound Hill 

Crawley 

RH10 3AG 

 

Telephone: 01293 537158 

 

Website:  

www.miltonmount.co.uk 

 

Email:  

office@miltonmount.co.uk  

 

Absence reporting: 

www.studybugs.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Preparing your child for 
school  

 

How do we help to prepare your child for school?  

We have a comprehensive transition program to help children settle 
into school. We want the children starting school this year to have as 
close to our ‘usual’ transition process as possible. We understand how 
important this transition process will be, this year more than ever, and 
we will do our absolute best to do this as successfully as we usually do. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

How can you help prepare your child for school?  

Things have changed really quickly for schools, nurseries and families 
due to the Covid-19 Pandemic and we all want to work together to 
support the children to have a positive transition into school.  
 

You might be starting to think about what you can do at home to 
support your child and help them to have the best possible start to 
school life. We understand that being at home may be a challenge for 
those of you whose children would usually be in preschool or nursery in 
the run up to starting school. There are lots of things you can do at 
home that will make a big difference to your child and their school 
readiness, so please try not to worry about your child having missed 
time at nursery- everyone is in the same boat. 
 
Here are some ideas for things you can do at home, and we’re sure you 
have lots of your own too! 

 Never underestimate the value of talking with children. This will 
have a huge impact on their language development, and this 
impacts lots of their learning. 

 Ensure your child can manage using the toilet by themselves, 
including washing their hands properly afterwards.  

 Share as many books and stories as you can.  

 Support your child to recognise their name. 

 Encourage your child to dress and undress themselves, including 
using buttons and zips.  

 Teach your child nursery rhymes.  

 Play turn-taking games such as lotto; make sure your child learns 
how to win and lose as well.  

 Have play opportunities with other children if this becomes 
possible over the summer holidays.  

 Talk about numbers and teach your child to count objects 
accurately; you could involve your child in helping around the 
house by counting out the bowls or spoons needed to lay the 
table, counting steps up and down the stairs, look at house 
numbers or numbers on cars or buses as you go for a walk.  



 

 

 

The following links are also worth having a look at: 
 
 

 How to support language and literacy: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z6bt7nb 
 

 Establishing a bedtime routine: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/znhyt39  
 

 Developing independence: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrg8gwx 
 

 Supporting gross and fine motor skills: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zd7qqp3 
 

 Developing resilience: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zbbrrj6 
 

 Developing a growth mindset: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zdm77nb 

 

 Nursery rhymes to sing together: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/curations/nursery-rhymes 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/znhyt39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrg8gwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zd7qqp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zbbrrj6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zdm77nb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/curations/nursery-rhymes


 

 

Things are uncertain at the moment, but this doesn’t need to affect 
the way you talk about transition with children of this age. We 
approach a lot of things thinking like an adult, but children tend to be 
more resilient than adults in many ways. They don’t need to know that 
things aren’t happening the way they would do normally - we just 
sometimes need to shield them from our own worries. The 
conversation can be as simple as, “you can wear this when you start 
school” or, “we’re waiting for a message to tell us when you’re going 
to start school, isn’t that really exciting?” And it is really exciting, for 
them and for us at school! 
 

 

 
Settling in during the early days  

During the first few weeks of school the Early Years Team spend their 
time really getting to know the children and helping them to settle 
into the new routines of school.  

 

 

 



 

 

The Early Years Curriculum  

Young children learn best through play, trying things out, 
experimenting and talking. The ‘Early Years Foundation Stage’ is an 
individualised, play-based curriculum which allows the adults to 
observe and find out about children’s interests and what they are able 
to do independently across a broad range of areas. Teachers then use 
this information to plan for the children’s next steps in learning and 
development. The adult’s role is to provide a stimulating environment 
and opportunities that will move children’s learning on, observe the 
children to understand how to support them, and to teach children the 
new skills and knowledge that they need so that they progress in all 
areas of their development and learning.  

 

There are 5 areas of learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
These are split into the Prime Areas- these are really key to your 
child’s development and underpin everything your child will go on to 
learn in the Specific Areas. The Prime Areas are: 

 

Communication and Language 

Physical Development 

Personal Social and Emotional Development 

 

Then we have the Specific Areas, which your child will be able to 
thrive in, if they have a strong foundation of Prime Area skills to begin 
with. These are:  

Literacy 

Maths 

Understanding the World 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 

We will give you more information about the curriculum and areas of 
learning in the Autumn Term. Children in Early Years will spend most 
of their time each day learning through play, in what we call 
‘Discovery Time’. Here, they can direct their own learning and 
practice what they have learnt in focused teacher sessions. There will 
also be focused daily teaching of phonics, and other carpet times 
where we focus on different areas of learning. 



 

 

Stories form a vital part of the curriculum and these stories often go 
on to inspire the learning in class during the week. Talk is also very 
important and we build in regular opportunities for children to talk and 
share their ideas and problem solve with others in the school day.  

 

 

 

Supporting your child with their learning  

Parents always ask what they can do to help support their child with 
learning at home – the answer is lots! We expect to work in partnership 
and you will always be your child’s first educator.  

Most importantly, we ask all parents to read with their children as 
often as possible. This includes reading stories to your child as this 
helps them to develop a love of reading and good story language, and 
it also develops their understanding and vocabulary. Children who love 
stories, and who are able to talk about and retell stories, have a 
brilliant starting place when it comes to writing.  

Reading also includes listening to your child read to you when they 
begin to learn phonics. Little and often is the key – children who read 
regularly at home for just 5-10 minutes a day, especially in the early 
years, grow in confidence as readers. We encourage all parents to set 



 

 

aside some time each day in a comfortable quiet space, when 
distractions are minimised, to enjoy reading together. If you would like 
any advice or support with reading, we are always happy to help.  

In the Autumn term we will hold Maths, and Literacy workshops for 
parents, to give you hints and top tips in how you can support your 
child with their learning at home. We will also hold ‘stay and play’ 
sessions later in the school year, a chance for parents to come and 
play alongside their child in the classroom.  

Later in the school year we will send home other learning activities, 
such as number games, or words to learn to read. If you have any 
questions about how you can support your child there will be 
opportunities at our Parents Evenings to discuss this, and you can 
always have a word with your child’s class teacher.  

 

 

 



 

 

General Information  

 

The School Day  

Parents will make their way through the big green gate at the front of 
the school and follow the path all the way around to the back of the 
school onto to Key Stage 1 playground where you will wait. We ask that 
parents and children do not come into the Early Years area in the 
mornings. The school day starts at 8:55 am, when your child’s teacher 
will open the gate to the Early Years area and welcome children into 
their classrooms. Please ensure children arrive at school in good time. 
If you have children in different year groups to drop off, don’t worry- 
we know who you are and that you might be a few minutes later then 
8:55. 

 

At home time, you will pick your child up from outside their classroom 
at 3:10 pm. Each teacher will have a list of trusted adults who you 
have said may pick up from school. If you have arranged for someone 
different to pick up, please let the class teacher or the office know, 
otherwise we will not let them go without phoning you first. Siblings 
may only pick up if they are over 16 years of age. 

 



 

 

Attendance  

It is very important that children attend school every day so that they 
can make good progress in their learning. It is very tricky for children 
when they miss days and need to try to catch up with their learning. As 
a school we really believe that every day counts. 

If your child is unwell and, as a result, will be absent from school it is 
your responsibility to let the school know that morning to inform us of 
the reason for absence, and then also every morning of illness. You can 
do this via StudyBugs, or by phoning the office. 

 

Behaviour for Learning  

We believe that the most effective and 
efficient learning is achieved in a happy, 
calm and caring community. In order to 
develop and foster such an atmosphere we 
aim to be positive and consistent in all our 
relationships.  

We believe it is essential that children 
understand their role in keeping a positive 
and respected learning environment in 
school and as such the ‘Golden Rights’ are 
shared and discussed with children so that 
they understand what is expected of them. 
These are:  

 

Be Kind 

Be Fair 

Be Safe 

Try Your Best 

 

These underpin everything we do in school and we talk about these on 
a daily basis. Children are rewarded daily when they display these by 
being put on the ‘Superstar board’ and collect a stamp at the end of 
the week if they have followed the Golden Rights all week. 6 stamps 
and they get a golden leaf on the tree, which is very exciting! We also 
have a ‘Star of the Week’ every Friday in a special assembly to 
celebrate a person from each class who has excelled in something.  



 

 

From time to time some children may become involved in incidents 
where a school expectation is broken. In Early Years the children are 
still learning social expectations and learning to regulate themselves 
and their emotions. All staff endeavor to take a positive approach to 
dealing with such incidents and aim to develop the child’s 
understanding of the mistake they have made and how it can be put 
right or avoided in the future.  

 

 

Open Door  

We have an open door policy in school, meaning that teachers are 
available at the end of the day to talk to parents. We encourage 
parents to discuss any questions or concerns that they may have about 
their child with their class teacher. A great way to do this is by using 
the Home-School Communication book that you will receive in 
September. This should be brought to school every day and will be 
checked by the teacher first thing in the morning. You can write in 
here any messages for the teacher and they can write back to you. If 
you need to speak with the class teacher in greater depth you can 
make an appointment to speak with them directly or through the 
school office. Mrs Holmes (Headteacher), Mrs Overton, and Mrs 
O’Mahony (Deputy Headteachers) are also available to meet with you, 
and again you can arrange to do so via the school office. 



 

 

School Uniform  

Please see the school website for details of our school uniform. Back in 
May, as per the letter we sent out, we were giving children the option to 
wear ‘home’ clothes as at that point we didn’t know if/when suppliers 
and shops would be open to purchase uniform. We feel that we are now 
in a situation where most people will be able to purchase school uniform 
from shops. 

 

Attached in this email is a letter with 
information about how to order school 
jumpers and purchase book bags for 
September. You will be able to order and 
reserve a school jumper or cardigan with the 
hope they will be here in September, 
however we cannot guarantee they will arrive 
by the time school starts. If this is the case, 
please don’t worry! All children can also wear 
plain green jumpers or cardigans. All orders 
for jumpers/ cardigans must be received by 
8th July. 

 
 

 
 
 
As a school, we have purchased book bags and PE bags and these are 
available from school, at a cost of £5 each. All children will need a book 
bag, however as we will not do formal PE sessions until after Christmas, 
your child will not need a PE bag/kit until then. If you are able to make it 
in July to your 1:1 meeting, you can purchase these then from the 
teacher. You don’t need to order these, just pick them up on the day. If 
you cannot make it in July, then please collect from the office in 
September. We are a cashless office but during this period we are 
accepting cash only as new parents are not registered on the online 
payment system until September. The amount will have to be exact as no 
change can be given and will need to be in a clearly marked envelope 
with your child’s name on it.  

 

Please ensure all children’s clothes and belongings are clearly named 
with either labels that can be sewn or ironed in or with a fabric or marker 
pen.  



 

 

Lunchtimes  

All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to free school 
meals. A company called Chartwells provides yummy hot school 
lunches each day. We will give you information on how you can 
register with Chartwells as you will need to let them know if your child 
has any dietary requirements, e.g. pescatarian, allergic to tomato… 

Children can choose from the main option with vegetables or salad, or 
a baked potato. Menus will be available for parents so that you can 
discuss the options with your child at home (they can also be viewed 
on the Chartwells website). If your child would prefer a packed lunch 
they can bring a healthy, nut-free lunch box to school (please do check 
cereal bars etc to make sure they are nut free). We do ask that 
children have healthy foods, so no fizzy drinks or sweets in their lunch 
box, please. At lunchtime, your child’s teacher will take them down to 
the small hall, where they will be the only year group. We help them 
get their lunch, and when they are settled, we will leave them in the 
safe hands of the midday meals supervisors who will look after them in 
the hall and then on the playground. Reception are very lucky to have 
their own playground to play on at lunchtime. 

 

 

Snack time  

Children are provided with a 
free healthy snack of fruit or 
sometimes vegetables, such 
as carrots, each day. 
Children are also entitled to 
free milk in Reception until 
they are 5. When they turn 5 
you can register with ‘Cool 
Milk’ if you would like to pay 
to continue receiving milk. 
More details attached.  

Children will need a named 
water bottle and we 
encourage all children to 
drink plenty of water 
throughout the day. We ask 
that all children have only 
water in their bottles. 



 

 

Further Information  

For further information please visit the school website, ask to speak 
with the Early Years Team or contact the school office who are always 
happy to help. Please do get in touch as we are here to help, and we 
want to make sure that this transition is as stress free and positive as 
possible for you as well as your child. 

 

 


