
Year 5 – What do we know about the Tudors and the way they lived? 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

William 

Shakespeare 

was a famous 

Tudor writer! 

Key topic vocabulary 

Exploration The lure of wealth led to explorers searching for new routes to Asia and new discoveries along the way. 

Gallows A wooden structure with steps leading to a platform where criminals would be hung in front of an audience. 

Monarch A sovereign head of state (king, queen or emperor). 

Protestant Christian who does not follow the Catholic or Orthodox Churches. 

Execution Being put to death. 

Peasants Most would only afford one meal a day, finding work was tough and the average life expectancy was 35. 

Heir A person who is legally entitled to receive the money. Property and titles of another person. 

Ruff A collar that was worn around the neck of a lady or gentleman 

Legislation Can refer to laws and the process of making or enacting them. 

Privy council A group of private advisors to the monarch 

Divorce The end or termination of marriage by law. 

Reformation The act of changing (reforming) something. In this case the reformation of the church to remove the Pope’s control. 

Heresy A belief or idea that questions or opposes an existing belief or idea. Protestants, who believe that the Pop is not an 
intermediary to God, are committing heresy according to the Catholic beliefs that say he is. 

Catholic Member of the Roman Catholic Church who believes the Pope is the Head of the Church. 

  Timeline  
1485 1509 1528 1534 1542 1558 1577 1585 1591 1603 

Battle of  

Bosworth / 

Henry VII King of 

England            

Henry 

VIII 

reigns  

Henry VIII 

sacks 

Cardinal 

Wolsey 

Henry VIII 

forms the 

Church of 

England 

Mary Queen of 

Scots lays 

claim to the 

throne 

Elizabeth I 

Queen of 

England 

Francis Drake 

sails around 

the world 

England 

and Spain 

at war 

First 

performance of 

a Shakespeare 

play 

James of 

Scotland 

first Stuart 

King 

Historical skills and Enquiry 

 Can you explain the role that Britain has had in spreading Christian values 

across the world? 

  Can you use dates and historical language in your work?  

 Can you draw a timeline with different time periods outlined which show 

different information, such as, periods of history, when famous people lived, 

etc.?  

 Do you appreciate how historical artefacts have helped us understand more 

about British lives in the present and past? 

Key aspects of Tudor society. 

Tudor Houses: Tudor houses are very distinctive and many can still be seen today. The houses had a 

wooden frame with walls made from “wattle and daub” – a building material consisting of wooden 

strips covered with mud, clay and wet soil. The walls were then painted white giving what is known as 

“the black and white effect”. 

Religion: When Henry VII and Henry VIII were King, England was a Roman Catholic country and the 

head of the Church was The Pope, in Rome. When the Pope refused to grant Henry a divorce from 

Catherine of Aragon, Henry split the English Church from the Roman Church. This was called The 

Reformation. At this time most still followed the Catholic religion When Edward VI became King England 

became a Protestant country When Mary I became Queen England became a Catholic country again 

When Elizabeth I became Queen England became Protestant. People were forced to change their 

religions based on the beliefs of the monarch. 

Music and Entertainment: Music was very popular in Tudor times, and it was a large part of 
entertainment both in the royal court as well as for the peasants. It also meant that somebody from any 
class – rich or poor – who was good enough at an instrument could have the chance to play for the king 
or queen! Musical instruments played include the viol, hautboy, harpsichord and spinet. 

Exploration and Queen Elizabeth I: Throughout Tudor times, world exploration became an important 
feature of global history. This was particularly supported by Queen Elizabeth I. These explorers include 
Sir Walter Raleigh and Francis Drake from Britain; Christopher Columbus and John Cabot from Italy; and 
Hernan Cortes from Spain. They sailed across the seas; discovered new lands and people; brought back 
new discoveries; spread their values and traded in goods and slaves. 

Fascinating Tudor Facts 

*Tudor towns and villages were not particularly clean and tidy. People threw 
rubbish in the street and even emptied the loo there! It was a very smelly time to 
exist!  
 *The English has a reputation for greediness and rich people ate huge, expensive 
meals. Henry VIII once held a 10 course banquet that lasted 7 hours!  
* Religion was very important in Tudor times. Everyone had to go to church. If 
you didn’t attend the same church as the monarch you might get arrested, 
thrown into the Tower or London or executed. 
* The Globe Theatre in London was first built on the South Bank in 1599. After 
being destroyed by fire, it was rebuilt in 1614 and then demolished in 1644. It 
was rebuilt again in 1997 and still stages performances of Shakespeare’s plays. 

The George Hotel in Crawley is an example of a late Tudor 

building. 


