
Milton Mount Primary School -  Y5 History  

Topic: Crafty and Inventive: The Victorians Year: 5 Strand: Post 1066 Period / Local History Study 
  

What should I already know? 
Key human and physical features of Crawley. 
Significant places and transport systems in Crawley. 
What a monarch is/who is the current monarch. 
Know how technology has changed over time. 

The Industrial Revolution was a period of great change in British history. 
Before this, many people lived in rural areas and had jobs such as farm-
ing or weaving and spinning wool. 

With the invention of new machines, people were left out of work and 
so they had to travel to cities or towns to find work in places like facto-
ries or mills. 

It is called a revolution because it was such a huge change - the Industri-
al Revolution marked the beginning of modern  Britain. 

There were six main causes for the revolution: 

1. Population increase - more people needed to be fed and housed so 
people had to think of creative ways to do this quickly. 

2. Factories - factories in cities produced goods quicker. Goods such as 
clothes that used to be homemade were now beginning to be mass 
produced. 

3. Steam Power - Steam was being used to power factories and 
transport. 

4. Agriculture - inventions such as the seed drill meant that farmers 
could grow more food and a quicker rate to feed the growing 

population. 

5. Transport - Because of steam power, trains could use steam to move 
around the country quicker. This led to the invention of the railway 
system and the locomotive. 

6. The British Empire expanded which meant that goods such as silk and 
cotton could be brought back to the United Kingdom. These were then 
used to produce more goods. 

What was the Industrial Revolution? 


